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» The Safer Oxfordshire Partnership works 
together to reduce crime and create safer 
communities in Oxfordshire.  Each year the 
Partnership receives a summary of the 
latest data on crime and community safety 
in a Strategic Intelligence Assessment (SIA) 
for Oxfordshire .

» The 2022 update is in two parts:

» Part 1 is an update of the 
Oxfordshire Strategic Intelligence 
Assessment showing overall changes 
in all types of crime and community 
safety statistics;

» Part 2 is an overview of the key data 
relating to serious violence.

» This report is accompanied by an 
Oxfordshire Interactive crime dashboard
showing trend charts and maps, which has 
been updated with data to year ending 
Dec21 from Home Office crime open data 
tables and police.uk
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» SIA 2022 lead authors: 

» Alick Bird, Insight Analyst, 
Oxfordshire County Council

» Daisy Hickman, Insight Analyst and 
Intelligence Manager Trading 
Standards, Oxfordshire County 
Council

» Margaret Melling, Senior Research 
Officer, Oxfordshire County Council

last updated 15 th June 2022

First step towards a Serious Violence 

Strategic Needs Assessment for 

Oxfordshire

Includes extracts from the wider Thames 

Valley VRU Strategic Needs Assessment

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/community-and-living/our-work-communities/oxfordshire-partnership/safer-oxfordshire-partnership?utm_term=nil&utm_content=
http://insight.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/community-safety
https://public.tableau.com/views/OxfordshireCrimeDashboard/Story?embed=y:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no%20#2
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables
http://www.police.uk/


Wider Impacts of COVID-19 (phe.gov.uk)

National lockdown restrictions 2020 and 2021
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[1] ONS Police recorded crime to year ending Dec 21    [2] Thames Valley Police Niche Jan -Dec 2021  [3] Oxfordshire County Council 2021

Alcohol-

related crime

Oxfordshire: recorded crime 1

Jan-Dec21
46,597

Recorded crime by type Jan -Dec211

Cyber-related 

offences

Rural crimes

2,120

1,202

548

Icons designed by Freepik from Flaticon

Road safety3

Road 

casualties
1,014

Killed or 

seriously injured
230

Selected offences 2
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National police and crime survey trends

» As of Oct-Dec21, national police recorded 
crime (excluding fraud) had returned to 
the levels seen before the pandemic. 

» National crime survey data, however shows 
a significant increase in total crime drive 
by an increase in fraud and computer
misuse offences.

Oxfordshire trends

» Comparing Jan-Dec19 to Jan-Dec21 shows 
an increase in police recorded crime in 
Oxfordshire of +5% (+2,411), compared 
with a decrease nationally ( -3%). Vale of 
White Horse has seen an increase in each 
year since 2018.

» The latest crime severity score (2020/21) 
shows an increase in Vale of White Horse 
and a decrease in other districts and 
nationally.

» There have been significant increases in 
Oxfordshire in recorded crimes of Public 
order, Violence, Sexual and Drug offences

Summary ðcrime trends
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» Within the category of Violence: Malicious 
communications, Assault without injury and 
Stalking offences have each seen significant 
increases in Oxfordshire.

» Cherwell had a high overall rank in its 
comparator group of similar areas and 
higher comparative rates for most types of 
crime.

» There has been a significant increase in 
fraud offences nationally and scams remain 
above pre-pandemic levels.  Cyber-related 
offences have increased in Oxfordshire.

Poverty and crime

» In Oxfordshire in 2021, total recorded crime 
was over 2.5 times more prevalent in the 
most income-deprived 20% of areas 
compared with the least income -deprived 
10%.

» Violence and sexual offences were 3.6 times 
more prevalent in the most income -deprived 
20% of areas compared with the least 
income-deprived 10%.  The gap is similar to 
2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Summary ðabuse and exploitation
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» Comparing year ending Dec21 with the 
average of the previous 3 years (2018 to 
2020), shows increases in police recorded 
victims in Oxfordshire for most types of 
abuse and exploitation.

» There were increases in the number of 
victims of:

» Domestic abuse (+7%)

» Older victims of violence or sexual 
offences (+32%)

» Rape (+19%)

» Modern slavery (+35%)

» Child Sexual Exploitation (+4%)

» Hate crime (+44%)

» And decreases in the number of victims of:

» Honour-based violence 

» Female Genital Mutilation 

» Doorstep crime / rogue traders 

» Knife crime 

» The number of recorded child victims of 
crime has continued to fall and there has 
been a significant fall in the number of 
young people arrested for drug offences.

» There has been a slight increase in alcohol -
related crime.

» Adult reoffending rates have continued to 
decline and are similar to average.  
Juvenile reoffending rates in Oxfordshire 
are well below the national average

Oxfordshire: victims of crime 
year ending Dec21

7,950

Victims of hate crime1,262

Victims of domestic abuse

Older victims of violence or sexual 

offences

601

3,345 Child victims of crime
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Part 1: Oxfordshire Strategic Intelligence 
Assessment
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Trends in crime and 
community safety
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» The COVID-19 lockdowns in Spring 2020 and winter 2020/21 each saw a drop in police 
recorded crime across England and Wales.

» As of Oct-Dec21, national police recorded crime had returned to the levels seen before the 
pandemic.

Crime in 
England and 
Wales - Office 
for National 
Statistics 
(ons.gov.uk); 
police recorded 
crime data are 
not designated 
as National 
Statistics

National police recorded crime has returned to pre -pandemic levels
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Police recorded crime in England and Wales (quarterly Apr17 to Dec21)
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingdecember2021


The national crime survey is a better indicator of long -term trends than police recorded crime as it is 
unaffected by changes in levels of reporting to the police or police recording practices. The sample is not 
large enough however for data to be provided for Local Authorities.

In 2020, as a result of COVID-19 restrictions, the national crime survey became a telephone -operated survey 
and is not completely comparable with previous face -to -face estimates.

» National crime survey estimates show that between Dec19* and Dec21 there was:

» An 18% increase in total crime in England and Wales, driven by a 54% increase in 
fraud and computer misuse offences

» A 15% decrease in theft offences

National crime survey data shows a significant increase, driven by fraud offences
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Crime survey 

estimates 

(crime survey to 

Mar20, and 

telephone -operated 

survey Jan21 to 

Dec21)

Updated

Crime in England and Wales 
- Office for National 
Statistics (ons.gov.uk)

*Estimates from the TCSEW 

are compared with year 

ending Dec19 CSEW using 

comparable data that are 

not part of the main CSEW 

series

Break in CSEW time series 

caused by change to 

telephone-operated survey 

in March 2020

Introduction

Summary

Part 1: SIA

Crime trends

Abuse and exploitation

Hate crime

Knife crime

Fraud and cyber crime

Rural crime

Road casualties

Poverty, mental health, alcohol, 

drugs

Offending and reoffending

Part 2: Serious Violence

Risk assessment - PESTELO

Finding out more

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/yearendingdecember2021


» The Jan-Dec 2021 total police recorded crime in Oxfordshire was 46,597

» The two year change, between year ending Dec19 and Dec21, was an increase of 2,411 (5%), in 
Oxfordshire, compared with a 3% decrease in crime across England and Wales.  

» By district the 2019 to 2021 change was: Cherwell +12%, Vale of White Horse +27%, West Oxfordshire 
+6%. Crime declined in South Oxfordshire (-0.3%) and in Oxford City (-3%).

» Unlike other Oxfordshire districts, Vale of White Horse has seen an increase in each year since 2018.

To explore this data please visit our 
interactive dashboard 
Source ONS Police recorded crime and 
outcomes open data tables - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)
Note: police recorded crime excludes 
offences that are not reported to, or not 
recorded by, the police. Trends can be 
influenced by changes in recording 
practices making it difficult to make long -
term comparisons. 

Police recorded crime in Oxfordshire in 2021 was above pre -pandemic levels 

with the exception of Oxford City
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Number of police recorded 

crime offences (excluding fraud) 

by local authority district

Updated
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https://public.tableau.com/views/OxfordshireCrimeDashboard/Story?embed=y:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no%20#2
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables


ONS (released October 
2021); Crime Severity 
Score

Latest crime severity score shows an increase in Vale of White Horse district
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The Crime Severity Score 

upweights violence against 

the person, sexual offences 

and robbery and downweighs 

theft, criminal damage & 

arson and other crimes against 

society.

» Between 2019/20 
and 2020/21, the 
crime severity score 
and the offence rate 
each declined in 
Cherwell, Oxford, 
South Oxfordshire 
and West 
Oxfordshire

» In Vale of White 
Horse district the 
crime severity score 
and the offence rate 
each increased

Updated

Introduction

Summary

Part 1: SIA

Crime trends

Abuse and exploitation

Hate crime

Knife crime

Fraud and cyber crime

Rural crime

Road casualties

Poverty, mental health, alcohol, 

drugs

Offending and reoffending

Part 2: Serious Violence

Risk assessment - PESTELO

Finding out more

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/crimeseverityscoreexperimentalstatistics


Source: Home Office Police Recorded Crime Statistics; *ONS population estimates 2020 
NOTE: In 2017, òStalking and Harassmentó offences were moved out of the sub-category of 
òviolence without injuryó and into a separate sub-category

Significant increases in Public order and Violence offences
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» Between (an average for) 2018-20 and year 
ending Dec21, there were increases in police 
recorded crime in Oxfordshire for:

» Public order offences (+170%, +4,181) 

» Violence against the person (+29%, +3,847)

» Sexual offences (+19%, +311)

» Drug offences (+19%, +308)

To explore this 

data visit our 

interactive 

dashboard

Change in count of recorded crimes in Oxfordshire (Jan -Dec21 compared with 3 year av. 2018 -20)

*Between 2018 to 2020 

Oxfordshireõs population 

increased by 1.4%

» There was a decline in:

» Robbery (-42%, -125)

» Possession of weapons (-27%, -101)

» Theft ( -23%, -4,171)

» Criminal damage/arson ( -9%, -432)

Updated
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables
https://public.tableau.com/views/OxfordshireCrimeDashboard/Story?embed=y:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no%20#2


» In 2021, the overall crime category of Violence Against the Person offences in Oxfordshire, 
increased by 29% (3,847) compared with the benchmark years 2018-2020.

» Within this overall category, the greatest increases in the count of crimes were in Malicious 
communications (+1,195) and Assault without injury (+830).

» Stalking offences have doubled (+198% +599).

Malicious communications, Assault without injury and Stalking offences have 

each seen significant increases
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Higher volume offences within category of Violence Against the Person -

change in count to Dec 2021 compared with 2018 -20 average in Oxfordshire 

Updated

To explore this 

data visit our 

interactive 

dashboard

Stalking

Malicious communications

Harassment

Assault without injury

Assault with injury

+599

+1,195

+508

+830

+299

Source: Home Office Police Recorded Crime Statistics NOTE: In 2017, òStalking and Harassmentó offences were 
moved out of the sub -category of òviolence without injuryó and into a separate sub-category
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https://public.tableau.com/views/OxfordshireCrimeDashboard/Story?embed=y:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no%20#2
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables


Increases in higher volume crimes within violence category have affected all 

districts
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Malicious communications

To explore this 

data visit our 

interactive 

dashboardSource: Home Office Police Recorded Crime Statistics

change in count to Dec 2021 

compared with 2018-20 average

Assault without injury

Assault with injury

Stalking

Harassment
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https://public.tableau.com/views/OxfordshireCrimeDashboard/Story?embed=y:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no%20#2
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables


Performance for Thames Valley Police | Police.uk (www.police.uk)
* Rank position within group of 15 statistical neighbours

Cherwell had a high overall rank in its comparator group of similar areas
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» For year ending June 2021, Cherwell was ranked the highest of Oxfordshire districts in its 
group of 15 statistical neighbours (3 rd), followed by Vale of White Horse ranked 5 th.

Comparative rates of all crime per 1,000 population year ending June 2021

Oxfordshire Districts each ranked within its group of 15 statistical neighbours

3*

Epping Forest

Cherwell

North Herts

Southampton

Oxford

Cheltenham

6*

12*

Sevenoaks

West Oxon

Rutland

South Bucks

Vale of WH

South Oxon

Mid Sussex

5*

6*
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https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/thames-valley-police/performance/performance-thames-valley-police/











































































































































































