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The second release from the 2011 Census (11th December 2012) 
by the Office for National Statistics shows that 482,238 people in 
Oxfordshire aged between 16 and 74 years (72.7%) were 
economically active on 27th March 2011, above the regional and 
national averages and up from 71.2% in the previous Census in 
2001. 

 
 The proportion of people in full time employment in Oxfordshire 

has fallen slightly from 45.1% in 2001 to 42.6% in 2011, but 
remains above the regional (40.4%) and national averages 
(38.6%).   
 

 50,400 people were self-employed in Oxfordshire in 2011 (10.5%, 
up slightly from 9.3% in 2001).  This is above the national 
average (9.8%), but just below the regional average (11.0%)   
 

 2.7% of the economically active population in Oxfordshire were 
unemployed in March 2011, below the regional (3.4% and 
national (4.4%) rates, and although the proportions of long term 
unemployed and those who have never worked have increased in 
Oxfordshire since 2001, the rates remain well below the regional 
and national averages.  
 

 Almost 18,000 people (3.7% of the working age population) in the 
County are economically inactive to look after the home or family, 
falling from 5.6% in 2001.   
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South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse and West 

Oxfordshire districts are amongst the 10% of 

local authorities across England and Wales with 

the lowest proportions of unemployed.   

Employment by industry sector 

Of the 334,400 people employed in Oxfordshire on 27th 

March, 2011: 

 The highest proportion were employed in the 
Wholesale and retail sector (14.4%), below the national 
and regional averages 

 Employment in the ‘Education’, ‘Information and 
Technology’, and ‘Public administration and 
defence’ sectors in Oxfordshire is well above the 
regional and national averages 

 

  

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

B Mining and quarrying

D Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply

E Water supply; sewerage, waste management and
remediation activities

A Agriculture, forestry and fishing

L Real estate activities

K Financial and insurance activities

H Transport and storage

N Administrative and support service activities

I Accommodation and food service activities

R, S, T, U Other

J Information and communication

O Public administration and defence; compulsory
social security

F Construction

C Manufacturing

M Professional, scientific and technical activities

Q Human health and social work activities

P Education

G Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles
and motor cycles

percentage  
Percentage of employed persons, by industry sector 

Oxfordshire

SOUTH EAST

ENGLAND

Source: ONS 2011 Census data, table KS605EW 



 
Employment by occupation 

 There are 13,300 fewer managers and senior officials 
in Oxfordshire in 2011 than in 2001 (25% reduction), in 
line with national trends but just ahead of national 
reduction (20%). 
 

 The number of people employed in associate 
professional and technical occupations in Oxford 
declined by 15% since 2001, while employment in 
elementary occupations  rose by 11% (contrasting with 
changes of less than 2% in each Countywide). 

 

 

 

 

 

D

i

s

t

r 

 

 

 

For more information:  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/insight    observatory@oxfordshire.gov.uk    01865 815550 
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