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What is ONS Local?
An analytical advisory service for stakeholders working on 

local area analysis, with dedicated analysts based across 

the UK, ensuring they have access to data, statistics, 

and analysis to support decision making​.

ONS Local
More granular 
local statistics

New data 
platforms

New datasets

Levelling Up 
Subnational Data 

(LUSD)

ons.local@ons.gov.uk



An overview of our work in the South East...

Data and analysis

Capability building

Networking

Providing access to ONS Learning Hub

Facilitating access to Gov Data Science Slack community

Creation of a new Slack workspace for local 

government analysts in the South East

Signposting to available subnational datasets for specific topics

Advising on interpretation of ONS publications

ONS Local webinars and workshops

Facilitating access to ONS methodology specialists

Connecting Local Authorities across the region 

who are working on similar analytical projects

Drawing out local insights from existing datasets

ons.local@ons.gov.uk



Oxfordshire
Census 2011 to Census 2021
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Changes in 
demographics
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Population growth was higher than regional rate

10.9%
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South East

Median Age: 41

(+1)

England

Median Age: 40

(+1)

Median age increased by one year from 38 to 39
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The median age is the highest in West Oxfordshire in 2021

Oxford

Median Age: 31

(+2)

South Oxfordshire

Median Age: 43

(+1)

West Oxfordshire

Median Age: 44

(+2)

Cherwell

Median Age: 40

(+1)

Vale of White Horse

Median Age: 41

(+0)
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Oxfordshire has a higher proportion of 18-37-year-olds
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Oxford’s population has a very different age distribution 
compared to other LADs

Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 (Sex by Single Year of Age)
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Migrant from within the UK
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Household deprivation: from country-wide to district-level breakdown
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Age-standardised proportion of usual residents by long-term health condition or illness

Limited a little Limited a lot

Oxford still has the highest proportion of residents reporting a long-
term health condition

NB: Chart data excludes proportion reporting ‘not disabled’



Over 1 in 5 people were born in a country outside of England

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

2011

2021

2011

2021

2011

2021

E
n
g

la
n
d

S
o
u

th
 E

a
s
t

O
x
fo

rd
s
h

ir
e

Percentage of usual residents by country of birth

England

Northern Ireland, Scotland and
Wales
Poland

Romania

Europe: other

Ghana

Africa: other

India

Middle East and Asia: other

The Americas, The Carribean,
Oceana and Antarctica

ons.local@ons.gov.uk



Over 1 in 10 people in Oxfordshire identify as an ethnic minority
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40% of Oxfordshire’s residents do not have a religious affiliation
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Changes in work 
and social conditions
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Percentage of people above 16 in employment (Census)
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Rate of employment (Annual Population Survey)
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Drop in home ownership while proportion of private rentals grew
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Wards, Parishes, and 
Towns
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Understanding areas in Oxfordshire
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Understanding areas in Oxfordshire

Oxfordshire facts and figures - ONS

Build a custom area profile - Census 2021

ons.local@ons.gov.uk

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/areas/E10000025/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/


Build Your Own Area Profile
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Build Your Own Area Profile



Build Your Own Area Profile

Try it yourself here!

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/


Educational attainment for 3 different sized towns
Article: Why do children and young people in smaller towns do better academically than those in larger towns?

Other town characteristics: Towns and cities, characteristics of built-up areas, England and Wales

ons.local@ons.gov.uk

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/educationandchildcare/articles/whydochildrenandyoungpeopleinsmallertownsdobetteracademicallythanthoseinlargertowns/2023-07-25#explore-educational-attainment-in-your-local-town
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/townsandcitiescharacteristicsofbuiltupareasenglandandwales/census2021


Closing remarks
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Takeaways

• One of the faster growing areas in the South East, particularly in Vale of White Horse and 

Cherwell

• Whilst population is younger than South East/England, this is driven by the significantly 

younger population in Oxford

• South Ox, West Ox and Vale are largely similar in terms of demographics, with Oxford 

standing out and Cherwell sitting somewhere in between

• Oxfordshire's diversity is on the increase, with respect to countries of birth, ethnicity 

and religion

• Majority of the population are economically active and in employment, with lower levels of 

unemployment when compared to South East/Great Britain

• Increased private rentals vs drop in home ownership

ons.local@ons.gov.uk



Further census data & analysis

Oxfordshire facts & figures

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/a
reas/E10000025/

Census maps (choropleths by LA and 
topic)

www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropl
eth

Custom dataset

https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/create
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/areas/E10000025/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/areas/E10000025/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth
https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/create


What's coming up...

• More ONS Local webinars and workshops - ONS Local presents | Eventbrite

o Recordings of previous ONS Local workshops: ONS Local & DSC Workshops on Vimeo

o Upcoming ONS Local webinars:

▪ Granular gross disposable household income (CDHI)

▪ New local authority rental price statistics

• Monthly ONS local newsletter

o Sign up by emailing ons.local@ons.gov.uk

• Larger analytical projects & network building

o Slack for South East analysts

o Rural Statistics Working Group

o Broadband connectivity

o Transport connectivity

o Geography consultations

ons.local@ons.gov.uk

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/ons-local-presents-2683369
https://vimeo.com/user/99857619/folder/17557910?isPrivate=false
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ons-local-presents-granular-gross-disposable-household-income-gdhi-tickets-858085445667?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ons-local-presents-new-local-authority-rental-price-statistics-tickets-847084381187?aff=odcleoeventsincollection


Get involved…

• LUSD Evaluation Survey (closes 31st March 2024)

An opportunity to share your experience with and use of our local and subnational statistics and services. 

Your feedback will form part of the wider Levelling Up Subnational Data project evaluation, helping us 

improve and ensure our statistics continue to meet your needs. The survey is anonymous and will take no 

more than 10 minutes to complete.

Levelling up subnational data (LUSD) project evaluation survey (office.com)

• For other ONS consultations keep an eye on https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/

ons.local@ons.gov.uk

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=vweIB4LOiEa84A2BFoTcRukzkPmqBChLqPv6bKg3xVlUQTZSMFhMQlNRN0o2NEpTNk9TT0NLTFVMNS4u
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/


Thank you for listening

If you would like to get in touch, please contact our team inbox:

ons.local@ons.gov.uk
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